Catheter-induced dissection of the left main coronary artery, the nemesis of an invasive cardiologist A case report and review of the literature.
An elderly gentleman had a dissection of the left main coronary artery (LMCA) during coronary angiography. There were critical lesions in the left anterior descending (LAD) and left circumflex arteries. Both the LMCA and the LAD lesions were successfully stented in the same sitting. Thereafter the patient remained symptom free and the six-month follow-up angiogram revealed good angioplasty results in both lesions. We report this case for two reasons - first, acute dissection of the LMCA is a rare but devastating complication of selective coronary angiography and the situation becomes graver if the branch vessels have critical stenosis; that this could be managed percutaneously needs to be highlighted, and second, the case offers an opportunity to review literature pertinent to this awesome occurrence in the catheterization laboratory.